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Ethical investment for churches 
and Christians

Ethical investing is rooted in the faith community. 

Churches were among the first to take account 

of ethical criteria when making investment 

decisions, using their power as investors to 

address such issues as unfair labour practices, 

apartheid in South Africa and arms trading. 

Since then the types of ways to invest ethically 

have grown, as have the issues that ethical 

investment addresses.

The denomination or other church organisation 

you belong to is likely to have considerable 

investments through pension funds and other 

assets and to use ethical policies to guide their 

investment decisions. Church fund managers 

will engage with companies in which the 

denomination is invested to try to influence 

corporate policy and practice. You should be able 

to find out more through your denominational/

organisational website and annual report.

When local churches and individual Christians 

invest in a bank account, pension scheme or 

other fund, someone is also investing money 

on your behalf. Ethical investing means that the 

people who manage that money are obliged to 

take social, environmental and human rights 

considerations into account. Investors have 

the opportunity to choose investments made 

in line with their religious beliefs and avoid 

morally questionable activities. Many investors 

want to go beyond minimising harm and find 

investments that make a positive difference 

such as microfinance, social enterprises and 

sustainable forestry. This is known as positive 

impact investing.

Each year National Ethical Investment Week 

(NEIW) raises awareness of ethical investment 

options in the same way that Fairtrade Fortnight 

does for purchasing Fairtrade goods.

The worship resources which follow will be 

useful for local churches wanting to make ethical 

investment a theme in a service, in NEIW or at 

any time throughout the year. > 

Ethical Investment: 
Worship Resources
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A. Prayers

A1. Opening acclamation

Loving God, open our minds 

that we may imagine your world renewed.

Open our hearts 

that we may be your compassionate presence in  

the world.

Open our hands

that we may work for justice.

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.

Glory to God for ever and ever.

© Rev. Devon Anderson, Episcopalians for Global 

Reconciliation: www.e4gr.org

A2.Meditative prayer of personal confession 
and self-examination based on Psalms 51 
and 139

Search me, O God, and know my heart;

test me and know my anxious thoughts.

See if there is any offensive way in me,

and lead me in the way everlasting.

Search my resources, O God, and know my heart 

towards them;

test me and know my anxieties about security, 

possessions and provision.

See if I am building my house on the shifting sand  

of material things

and lead me to the rock that is higher than I, and the 

way that is everlasting.

Search my bank account, O God, and know my heart 

towards money;

test me and reveal where my decisions are 

determined by fear rather than trust.

See if my balance of spending, saving, keeping and 

giving carries any trace of offence

and teach me to live generously, wisely, and as you 

lead – so my surrendered resources can bring your life.

Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion

blot out my mistakes.

Wash away all my greed

and cleanse me from my selfish desires.

Create in me a pure heart, O God,

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me from your presence

or take your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Then I will teach the truth of your way,

and others will turn back to your priorities.

O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;

you do not take pleasure in money for money’s sake,

offered to buy a way in, secure favour or work for 

personal gain.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart,

O God, you will not despise.

And so I come, broken, and invite you to search, 

test, try and lead me

until all areas of my life - from my devotions as a 

follower to my decisions as a consumer –

line up with your will.

Your kingdom come, your will be done – in my heart, 

and in my life – today, and forever more. Amen.

© The Sanctuary Centre: www.thesanctuarycentre.

org/whereworldandworshipmeet
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A3. Prayers of confession

Father God, Lord of the just scales and the fair 

measure, we ask your forgiveness for those times 

when we have added to the burden of the poor. When, 

as individuals, we have chosen profit above principle. 

Forgive us.

When, as a church, we have rated the value of our 

investments above the demands of justice. 

Forgive us.

When, as a nation, we have used power and 

prestige to win advantage over countries that are 

poorer, weaker and lacking our resource. 

Forgive us.

We confess the ways we have failed to match our 

lives to your commands.

(Silence)

Trusting in your forgiveness, we commit ourselves 

once again to do justly, love mercy and walk humbly 

before you. 

Amen.

Gracious God, when we do not listen for your word 

in the voice of others,

forgive us and renew us.

When we neglect or misuse the gifts you have given us,

forgive us and renew us.

When we do not love one another as brothers and 

sisters in Christ,

forgive us and renew us.

When we prefer our needs to those of our 

neighbours,

forgive us and renew us.

When our investments are built on profit and not  

on ethics, 

forgive us and renew us.

When the earth’s bounty is used to satisfy greed 

rather than need,

forgive us and renew us.

When we fail to share the Good News with the poor,

forgive us and renew us.

Silence

God calls us to serve him in the world,

forgives us in Christ,

and renews us by his indwelling Spirit

Amen. Thanks be to God.

both prayers © Peter Collins/Traidcraft: 

www.traidcraft.co.uk 

A4. Prayer about the global financial crisis

God of all the world, give us wisdom in troubled times. 

As we realise how fragile our systems of security are, 

remind us how much more fragile they are for those 

who have nothing. 

As we talk of financial crisis, 

remind us of the true financial crisis for those who go 

to bed hungry. 

As we face challenges over our own resources, 

remind us that you teach us to share what we have. 

Inspire us to live in a Christ-like way, 

and to bring your peace to a world in turmoil. 

© Christian Aid: www.christianaid.org.uk

A5. For righteousness to inform the 
decisions of multi-national companies

Lord Jesus let your light shine

into the corridors of power,

through the closed doors of boardrooms and share-

holder meetings

and into the cosy corners of power lunches.

Lord Jesus let your light shine

between the lines of company policies,

into the heart and motive behind multi-national deals 

and decisions

and throughout the negotiations for acquisitions.

Lord Jesus let your light shine

revealing the worth of each worker,

illuminating the benefits of your good practice,

shining the pathway to righteous decisions

and prospering all who follow its narrow and life-

giving wisdom.

Amen.

© The Sanctuary Centre: www.thesanctuarycentre.

org/whereworldandworshipmeet
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A6. For righteousness in all financial dealings

Jesus, our Light and Lord

who preached in terms financiers use

and taught we should give to this world’s powers 

their due,

you drove traders from your Father’s house and 

revealed how hard

Heaven’s access is to those who prosper;

give us your eyes to see the human faces of worldly 

wealth and poverty,

and make yours our management of their 

complexities

so that those among us who buy and sell, labour 

and invest,

may do so only in your just and loving name,

and always to your Father’s glory and the welfare of 

all people

in this land and right across the world.

Amen.

© Christian Ethical Investment Group (CEIG)

A7. For tax reform

Spirit of conviction, come.

Soften, challenge and speak

to the hearts of all who don’t pay tax where it is due,

robbing the poor

to increase their riches,

whether or not they know just what they do.

Have mercy Lord, challenge and change them  

to honour what is right, and to protect the needs 

of the vulnerable.

Spirit of truth, come.

Soften, challenge and speak

to the hearts of all who believe the lies of loopholes,

fulfilling the law in its letter

but violating its heart,

whether or not they know just what they do.

Have mercy Lord, challenge and change them to 

honour what is right, and to protect the needs of  

the vulnerable.

Spirit of reconciliation, come.

Soften, challenge and speak

to the hearts of all who are hardened.

Loosen their grip on the riches they strive for

that they might prize the greater treasure of people’s 

lives.

And of knowing what they do is just.

Have mercy Lord, challenge and change them to 

honour what is right, and to protect the needs of 

the vulnerable. Amen.

© The Sanctuary Centre: www.thesanctuarycentre.

org/whereworldandworshipmeet

A8. Help us, Lord…

As we stand together

Against child labour

Against the exploitation of craftworkers, farmers and 

growers.

Help us, Lord…

As we stand together for fair business.

Moon Sharma, Tara Projects, India (a Traidcraft supplier)

A9. May God bless my business; a prayer 
from Colombia

Lord Jesus Christ, may you bless this business 

with your power and fill its owner with justice and 

wisdom, so that everything that is sold here may be 

for the honour of God and the benefit of the family, 

staff and customers.

I place in your blessed hands the success and 

prosperity of this business because, in the same 

way as you multiplied the fish and the loaves and 

fed all the people, may you enable our production to 

multiply for the wellbeing of all of us who depend 

on it.

Lord, bless and protect this business from envy, 

egotism and bad influences and allow us to see it 

full of prosperity and abundance. Amen.

Supplied by CAFOD: www.cafod.org.uk



Ethical Investment: Worship Resources  05

A10. For wise financial stewardship

Lord Jesus Christ,

by taking human flesh you sanctified material things

to be a means of your grace;

grant us wisdom in our attitude to money,

and a generous heart in the use of the resources 

entrusted to us,

that by faithful stewardship we may glorify you. 

Amen.

© The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

A11. Let justice flow

We wonder about your justice,

God of all integrity.

We hunger for it to flow,

to sweep away unjust laws and practices.

We yearn for it to fill us up,

to swell our half-hearted attempts at fair trade

and ethical investment.

Worried by rates and taxes,

troubled by reports of global warming,

we struggle to share even an umbrella as soft rain falls.

Flow on, just God.

Carry us to that ocean of righteousness,

that springs up eternally.

© Janet Lees from ‘Dancing on Slaves’, United 

Reformed Church 

A12. For wisdom in the midst of consumer 
choices

Holy Spirit, Counsellor and Friend,

grant me the wisdom to choose as you would

at the supermarket, in the bank, in the travel agents,

on the high street and at my computer.

Holy Spirit, Counsellor and Friend,

grant me the wisdom to choose as you lead

which supermarket, which bank, which investments,

which, if any holiday, shop, or purchase I make.

Holy Spirit, Counsellor and Friend,

grant me strength as I wrestle with competing 

priorities – buying fairly priced products; spending 

less so I have more to give; reducing my impact on 

the environment,

and remind me that what you ask for is a simply a 

heart that chooses you.

© The Sanctuary Centre: www.thesanctuarycentre.

org/whereworldandworshipmeet

A13. For mercy, compassion, wisdom and 
perseverance

As your desire for mercy for those who are poor is 

unrelenting,

may we be unrelenting in our pursuit of mercy for 

all:

As your compassion for the suffering of the poor 

knows no limit,

may our hearts overflow with compassion for all.

Open our eyes to the structures of oppression from 

which we benefit,

and give us wisdom to chart a sound course amid 

complexity, 

and perseverance to continue our work until it is 

finished.

Breathe your life giving spirit into your Church to free 

us from apathy and indifference;

Through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

© St Pauls Cathedral

A14. Closing prayer

Just and loving God,

you sent forth your Word among the peoples of  

the earth,

to teach us your ways,

to plant seeds of justice in our hearts,

and to establish your Kingdom on earth as it is in 

heaven.

Let the work of Justice we have learned

take root in our lives,

flower in solidarity with the economically poor,

and bear fruit in deeds that are just,

so that your Kingdom of Peace may show forth in 

this world

and hasten the day of Christ’s coming in glory.

We ask this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

© Catholic Charities USA: www.

catholiccharitiesusa.org
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A15. A Franciscan benediction 

May God bless you with discomfort at easy 

answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships, 

so that you may live deep within your heart. May 

God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, 

and exploitation of people, so that you may work 

for justice, freedom, and peace. May God bless 

you with tears to shed for those who suffer from 

pain, rejection, starvation, and war, so that you may 

reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn 

their pain into joy. And may God bless you with 

enough foolishness to believe that you can make 

a difference in this world, so that you can do what 

others claim cannot be done. 

B. Reflections

B1. From the Religious Society of Friends

Money is a complex commodity. Our use of money 

has the power to do great good or great evil. It 

should be remembered that money has extremely 

powerful, symbolic and psychological connotations 

and implications that can lead people to behave 

unexpectedly. In business, money should be used 

like any other tool – to help achieve your business 

objectives. More money should not become an 

obsessive goal in itself.

Think carefully how you invest any surplus funds not 

immediately needed. Whilst these funds are being 

invested, someone else is making use of them. Is 

that use something you would approve of? Seek 

to invest in activities or enterprises that contribute 

positively to the local or global economy, and which 

raise the quality and standard of living. Consider the 

conditions under which the income is produced and 

the effect which the investment may have on the 

welfare of all.

Does your company invest in, or earn revenue from, 

activities that are unethical or harmful to life? These 

may include alcohol, drugs, tobacco, firearms or 

military weapons and supplies, or gambling. When 

you have surplus funds, do you keep some back 

for when your business will need them? Do you 

look after your reserve funds properly, or could they 

be used more effectively? Do you consider ethical 

investments, even if the return might be slightly 

less? Do you use money entrusted to you with 

prudence, discretion and responsibility? If you lend 

money, is the loan properly recorded? Do you charge 

a higher rate of interest than you could earn on the 

money if you invested it elsewhere? If you do, are 

you sure that this is justified by the risk involved?

© Quakers & Business Group: www.

quakersandbusiness.org.uk from ‘Good Business – 

Ethics at Work’

B2. Ethical investors can make a difference – 
the first ECCR Shell resolution

‘We are not contending against flesh and blood but 

… against the world rulers of this present darkness 

… Therefore take the whole armour of God.’ 

What did St Paul mean in these words from 

Ephesians chapter 6? What does the passage mean 

in the context of today? A theologian in the US, 

Walter Wink, has written three volumes about this. 

My understanding is that it refers to the way that the 

systems of the world take over, and human beings 

can seem powerless to change these systems. ‘We 

are not contending against flesh and blood.’ Human 

beings get sucked into the system. Individuals may 

not be personally to blame, although they will feel 

under fire when their part of the system is criticised.

Banks come under fire. Banking professionals 

therefore rush to defend what they do. More than 

one banker has misled a meeting in defence of their 

operations. Vested interests make them defensive. 

A retired banker is set free to tell the true story. But 

employees risk their jobs and the livelihood of their 

families if they blow the whistle on the firm.

What does St Paul say we should do? ‘Take the 

whole armour of God’. When David set out to 

tackle Goliath, Saul wanted him to borrow his royal 

armour. David declined the offer. He went into the 

fight unprotected, to be met by Goliath’s scornful 

disdain. Just like major corporations today with their 

PR departments, Goliath had his shield-bearer. But 

neither his shield-bearer nor his helmet of ‘brath’ 

protected Goliath of Gath.
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It is not armaments we need. It is the armour 

of God. Not an ammunition belt, but truth; not a 

breastplate, but righteousness; not steel-plated 

boots, but the gospel of peace; not armour-plating, 

but faith; not a tin-hat, but salvation; not a sword, 

but the word of God.

In case this all sounds like airy-fairy idealism – little 

to do with the real world – here’s a true story. In 

1994 five of us sat round a table in a basement 

kitchen in Oxford. We were appalled at what Shell 

was doing to the environment and to the people in 

the Niger Delta to get us our oil. Some of us were 

Shell shareholders. We decided to take action.

So we asked questions at Shell’s AGMs. We 

requested and were granted meetings with Shell 

management. They patiently explained to us the 

constraints the system put on them. But we weren’t 

satisfied that our concerns were being addressed. 

In 1996 we tried to put down a shareholders’ 

resolution, but missed the deadline. We met with a 

managing director.

In 1997 we collected the names of 130 shareholders 

with enough shares to put down a resolution. 160 

million shares supported us and another 100 million 

abstained, thereby withholding support from the 

Directors, including the Church Commissioners with 

their million shares – their second largest single 

stake in equities. 

This pioneering resolution attracted much comment 

in the media, both at the time and subsequently. The 

professional journal The Chemical Engineer referred 

to a power shift and the emergence of a new 

political era, comparing the historical significance of 

the discussion of our resolution at the Shell AGM 

to that of the opening of Parliament under the first 

New Labour government, which was taking place 

down the road at the same moment in time.

That wasn’t an idealist writing – but a comment from 

industry professionals.

After the AGM the incoming Shell Chair told us that 

he had expected a shouting match. That is how 

the media hyped it beforehand, but we were not 

gunning for individuals. We were not contending 

with flesh and blood. We were very ordinary people 

armed with some truth and a bit of faith, walking 

in peace, and equipped with utterance given to us 

by the Spirit of God – to open our mouths boldly to 

proclaim the Gospel of the rule of God over human 

systems. We demonstrated that engagement can 

be a powerful tool with even the largest companies. 

Ethical investors can make a difference. Equipped 

with the whole armour of God our choices and 

actions can be a tool for change.

Why did we do it? Because the Kingdom, the Power 

and the Glory belong to God alone – now and forever.

© Christopher Hall, ECCR Oxford

C. Sermons

C1. Whose money is it anyway?

Personal discipleship around money is important if 

we want to be faithful disciples of Jesus. But why 

does money make us so defensive, stir up so many 

emotions in us? Money is a deeply personal part of 

life. We privatise our attitudes to and actions around 

wealth and in this way isolate them from comment 

or criticism. But if we make money something we 

do not or will not talk about there is always a danger 

that in a subtle way we begin to resist the demands 

of the Gospel on this powerful and formative area of 

our lives. After all it was Jesus who said that money 

was the chief competitor to authentic faith and trust 

in God (Matthew 6:24). Billy Graham once said that 

our cheque book is a theological document, because 

it speaks of our priorities in life.

What we can learn from the story of the tenants 

in the vineyard (Matthew 21: 33-46) about our 

relationship with money and possessions? The 

13 verses in this passage are some of more than 

2300 bible verses on the subject of wealth and 

possessions in the Bible. There are about 500 each 

on prayer and on faith.

Any Jew hearing Jesus tell this parable would 

immediately think of Isaiah chapter 5 which likens 

Israel to a vineyard, describing how God cleared 

the stones from fertile ground, built a watchtower 

for protection, dug a wine press from the rock and 

planted the best vines. It is a picture of abundance, 
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of blessing and security; a picture of God’s provision 

for his people. 

So when it comes to money and possessions we 

can say two things from the parable. The first is that 

they are the gift and blessing of God. Our language 

and our feelings around this richness should be 

about gratitude and thanksgiving, a sense of joyfully 

receiving what is given to us as a gift. The second 

is that we are not the owners of this goodness but 

tenants who are entrusted with good things. The 

going away of the landlord is an expression of trust 

and confidence in his tenants. This is a mature and 

lovely picture of Christian stewardship, that God 

gives us rich blessings and invites us to exercise 

careful and responsible oversight and management 

of all he has given.

So why does it not feel like this? Instead of gratitude 

and contentment all too often our language around 

money is the language of guilt, compulsion, anxiety, 

shame or embarrassment. Keith Tondeur, founder of 

Credit Action, has often commented that Christians 

feel guilty if they have money and guilty if they 

do not. Many of us just feel out of control when 

it comes to our money. We don’t understand the 

complex world of finance: benefits, pensions, 

savings and investments. 

In the parable the word Matthew uses of the harvest 

arriving and the request for rent is the same word 

he uses of the kingdom of God arriving. Just as the 

coming of the kingdom challenges us to live the life 

of God so the harvest rent challenges the tenants to 

recognise the landlord’s ownership of the vineyard. 

The coming of the kingdom of God must affect 

the way we manage our money. The parable poses 

important questions. Can a satisfied and prosperous 

people remain faithful to the God who is the giver 

of all that they have? Why, when affluence comes, 

is it so easy to forget the Giver? How can the 

blessing so easily become a problem? Sadly, what 

we consume can end up consuming us and what we 

possess can end up possessing us.

For the tenants what begins as resistance to paying 

rent becomes in time a desire to possess what 

is not theirs to own. In scripture, wealth is both a 

blessing and a temptation. Money traps us little 

by little, just as over time the tenants resist paying 

their rent after harvest. They resist the legitimate 

claim of the owner until finally they see a chance 

to kill the son and take final possession of what is 

not theirs. Here’s the really tough challenge of the 

parable for us. We deal with money every day, often 

many times a day. We have to make decisions and 

choices, mostly small, sometimes big ones. Over 

time we become more resistant to the idea that all 

we have is a gift. 

The real issue is: who owns the vineyard; who owns 

the money in our bank accounts? Matthew reminds us 

that this vineyard belongs to God, the house master 

and Lord of the vineyard. We just get to thinking and 

acting as though this was all ours. The danger of 

the so-called prosperity gospel is that it legitimises 

individual accumulation. But the abundance of God is 

an abundance for the community not for the over-

accumulation of the individual.

Are we careful in the language we use around 

money? It is all too easy to slip into the language 

of earning and deserving: this is my money, I have 

worked for it and no-one will tell me what I should 

be doing with it. This is the language of ownership 

not of faithful stewardship. What we say usually 

betrays what we really feel.

The many and varied decisions we must make 

around money each day, to spend and to save, to 

give or to borrow money will be shaped and formed 

by the principles of either the kingdom or the 

world. Kingdom values understand wealth to be a 

gift received with gratitude and not a possession; 

managed wisely and shared generously.

Jesus talked more about money than pretty much 

every subject except the kingdom of God. This was 

not because he was obsessed with money but 

because he was obsessed with the abundant life 

that God longs his people to know. Jesus knew 

that how we handle money either helps or hinders 

us in taking hold of that abundant life. A key part of 

what it is to be a faithful disciple of Jesus is to find 

financial freedom by allowing Jesus to be Lord of 

this personal, sensitive and difficult area of our lives.

© Stewardship: www.stewardship.org.uk
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C2. Fair finance – Fair trade

How can we be fair in safeguarding a good future? 

There are many good people all over the world who 

long to escape the vicious circle of materialism 

and commercialisation, of chasing after the highest 

return on investment, of hunting for bigger and 

better bargains. They suffer from the burden of this 

continuous search for more and realise that if we carry 

on like this, the world will have no future. How can 

we attain a just future? What can we do for our world 

to ensure that peace and justice join together? What 

would this justice look like? What can each one of us 

do to walk the path of justice step by step? How can 

people reach into the centre of the economy? How can 

economic life be put at the service of people again and 

be based more on solidarity?

Ensuring a good future – wisely. That is also the 

wish of one of the main characters in a story from 

one of the Gospels. Perhaps this story will inspire 

us for our next steps into the future, towards more 

justice worldwide. The story is a parable told by 

Jesus. We can find it in Luke’s Gospel, in the first 

part of chapter 16. The King James Bible speaks 

of the ‘wise steward’ and the NRSV speaks of the 

‘shrewd manager’ – and that takes us into the heart 

of this ambivalent story. It is not clear what it means 

at first sight, or even after a second reading. That is 

why it is rarely used as a text for sermons and rarely 

referred to in theological and other literature. One of 

the few books in which it appears is called ‘Immoral 

Heroes’. That just about sums it up.

The manager tries to ensure a good future for 

himself. To do so he uses unusual methods. Yet 

the unambiguous message at the end of the story 

is that the dishonest manager is praised for his 

wisdom. Let us look at the story a bit more closely 

to see whether we can find guidelines on fair ways 

to move into the future.

We are not told what exactly the charges of the rich 

man against his manager are. The manager is afraid 

of losing his job. And so he uses a legal method to 

safeguard his future. He does not take money out 

of the till nor does he commit fraud. Because he 

could be told to give it back when called to account, 

he does not steal money from the rich man. The 

manager cancels part of the debts of his master’s 

debtors. It could be assumed that he cancels the 

share that he had previously taken for himself as a 

salary, the share that he himself as manager lived 

on. But this arrangement that he offers the debtors 

gives him no material security. He has to trust 

that it will in future assist him to make ends meet 

should he become jobless. He sets up a kind of 

unemployment insurance with no guarantees but 

built solely on trust. He reduces the debts owed 

by the weakest in the chain, the debtors, probably 

tenants, without causing further difficulties for 

himself. The weakest in the chain benefit from it, 

not out of a spirit of sentimental charity but out of 

the manager’s self-interest. He hopes that through 

his obliging attitude he will ensure his own future in 

the houses of the tenants – without hard labour and 

without having to beg. The debtors of his master are 

to finance his livelihood out of the debt reduction – 

that is his plan. A clever man!

What kind of cleverness is that? He cancels the 

tenant’s debts – without any guarantee that he will 

really have a roof over his head later. He acts out 

of calculation because he has planned a future for 

himself. The master praises him for this behaviour 

although we don’t know whether the plan succeeds.

Let us take a closer look at the key point of this 

story. It is wise to connect action in solidarity with 

personal interest when it is a matter of securing the 

future. Is this a productive thought for us today? For 

people who hunger and thirst for righteousness and 

long for a fair future? Linking readiness to help with 

self-interest – today we would say: creating win-win 

situations, planning our action so that both sides win 

and benefit from it.

The global problems today – such as climate change 

or wasting resources – make it more than clear: no 

country can secure the future for itself alone. The 

global challenges can only be met together. Our 

economy will only be sustainable if we create fair 

conditions worldwide from which everyone benefits. 

Here it is wise and rational to connect solidarity with 

our own interests – only then can we develop lasting 

cooperation and long-term structures from which all 

those concerned benefit. Only if business activity 

enables the future for all – producers, traders and 

consumers – only then can we all build a life for the 
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long term. When public spirit and self-interest come 

together in business activity you get a sense of what 

social entrepreneurship and corporate responsibility 

mean. Economic action can thereby develop an 

immense social and philanthropic force.

For example in the Philippines PREDA, a human 

rights organisation, works for the protection of 

abused and exploited children and young people. 

It gives them a home and an education. But it also 

asks questions about the causes of the children’s 

misery. How did the children come to be exploited 

and abused? There are several answers to this 

question but a frequent cause is the poverty of the 

parents, the poverty of the families. When families 

do not have an adequate income the children have 

to look after themselves too early – and often end 

up in disastrous circumstances. Or families fall prey 

to human traffickers who promise the children a 

rosy future in Europe or America – but ultimately 

sell them. PREDA in the Philippines has therefore 

set up a prevention programme: it supports poor 

smallholders and producers in processing or 

producing and then marketing their products; such 

as mangos, or sandals and slippers. PREDA makes 

contacts with fair trade organisations for them. Via 

fair trade organisations they receive a fair price for 

their products and so are not forced for economic 

reasons to send their children into a future of 

violence, danger and dependence. The German fair 

trade organisation dwp, for instance, imports these 

fairly traded mangos and foot-ware from PREDA. 

In order to expand its trading facilities with PREDA, 

dwp needed financial support. The ecumenical 

development cooperative Oikocredit assisted them 

with a fair loan. What do consumers get out of this 

fair trade – with products and money? They enjoy 

delicious mangos or wear fashionable slippers. And 

they have a way of investing money with a high 

social benefit. I hope that you will enjoy the profit 

you can make from fair investments. And I hope for 

all of us that the desire for a fair future for our world 

will be accompanied by economic wisdom that will 

link both – self-interest and solidarity – for the good 

of people who are economically disadvantaged, and 

for a sustainable lifestyle for us here.

© Oikocredit: www.oikocredit.org 

D. Bible readings

D1. Old Testament

Leviticus 19: 9-10

Isaiah 42: 1-4a

Isaiah 58: 6-10

Amos 5: 15-24

Amos 8: 4-7

Micah 6: 6-8

Zechariah 7: 8-12

D2. Psalms

Psalm 82: 1-4

Psalm 106: 1-3

D3. Gospels

Matthew 5: 13-16

Matthew 20: 1-16

Matthew 21: 33-46

Luke 4: 16-21

Luke 10: 25-37

Luke 12: 15-21

Luke 16: 1-15

Luke 19: 11-23

John 2: 13-16

D4. Other New Testament

Acts 4: 32-35

2 Corinthians 8: 1-15

Ephesians 6: 12-13

Philippians 4: 8-9

1Timothy 6: 17-19

James 2: 14-17

1 John 3: 17-18
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E. The Eucharist

The above resources may be used to create a Eucharistic Order, for example:

Opening Prayer A1

Confession A3 (a sung Kyrie can be inserted in the first prayer) 

Collect A10

Reading D1 and/or D4 

Psalm A2 or D2

Gospel D3

Creed  (The “social creed” of the United Methodist Church can be found at  

http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?mid=1836)

Sermon C

Intercessions A4 – A13

Offertory Prayer  Creator God, the earth and all that is in it belong to you. Inspire us to use what you 

have made to give justice to the oppressed, food to the hungry, and freedom to the 

captives. May our offerings, given in your name, lift up those who are bowed down; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Proper Preface  And now we give you thanks because Jesus has triumphed over death and calls us 

into his just and peaceful kingdom to live in all the fullness of life.

Prayer after Communion A14

Blessing A15

Sponsored by CCLA and in association with ECCR and UKSIF


